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Once upon a time [as all fairy tales go]... A minister told his congregation, “Next week I 
plan to preach about the sin of lying. To help you understand my sermon, I want you all to read 
Mark 17.” The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon, the minister asked for a 
show of hands. He wanted to know how many had read Mark 17. Every hand went up. The 
minister smiled and said, “Mark has only sixteen chapters. I will now proceed with my sermon 
on the sin of Lying.” ' 

It’s nearly impregnable to live a day in this world without either lying or being lied to. An 
average man lies over 109,000 times in his whole lifetime and an average woman fibs over 
65,000 times.” This excludes white lies, gray lies, green lies, blue lies, purple lies, colorless lies, 
and many more other colorful lies. Not only has lying become completely tolerable but it has 
become a sport. The World’s Biggest Liar is an annual competition held in Cumbria, England 
where contestants compete within a five minute time limit to tell the most outrageous and 
seemingly believable lies. And if that’s not frivolous itself, politicians and lawyers are prohibited 
from entering the competition seeing that they are already too "skilled" in the “Art of Lying”. 
Aptly put by Blaise Pascal, “Truth is so obscured nowadays and lies so well established that 


unless we love the truth we shall never recognize it.’” 


Beholding all these outrageous things 
going on, many troubled Christians, both young and old, take their burdens and cast them off on 
the Hebrew midwives, Rahab, and other biblical heroes. This is one of the many reasons why 
many Christians take the position of saying that it is never ever tolerable to lie, not tell the truth, 
or to hide it. Despite this widely held conviction that one ought to consistently disclose the truth, 


' The Sin The Sin of Lying. March 10, 2016. Christian Funny Pictures - a Time to Laugh. 
http://christianfunnypictures.com/2016/03/the-sin-of-lying.html. 


: Merrel, Danny. 2012. “How Many Lies Do You Tell in a Lifetime?” KICKS 105. December 27, 2012. 
httos://kicks105. h 


3 Blaise Pascal (2010). “Thoughts, Letters and Minor Works”, p.307, Cosimo, Inc. 
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it is quite defendable to hold that in very rare instances not telling the truth is acceptable in God's 
eyes and may therefore be justified. In very contextualized situations, a few steadfast men and 
women of faith hid the truth, but God blessed them instead of castigating them. In this paper, I 
will be presenting two main proofs to support my thesis that not telling the truth is in very 
exceptional cases not only acceptable, but is the right thing to do. The first argument will 
demonstrate how the Bible views a falsehood and the second will be showing that lies are not 
approvable. 

A weighty piece of evidence to support the principle argument of this paper is found in 
the fact that the Bible not only permits but commends various figures therein for not telling the 
truth. For example, the Hebrew midwives, Rahab, and Jael, all of these women didn’t disclose 
the truth, at least not the whole truth. Nevertheless, all three of these individuals received 
blessings nearly immediately after their falsehood. This clearly shows God approved of their 
actions and blessed them. The following paragraphs will briefly examine and evaluate the actions 
and lives of the Hebrew midwives, Rahab, and Jael. 

The King presses his signet ring into another sheet of law and his attendant carries the 
still wet sheet away. As Pharaoh leans back into his chair, the door keeper enters the throne 
room, “Oh Pharaoh, the most honored one, the very son of Ra, they are here.” He bows low and 
waits for his King to bid him stand. “Bring them in.” says Pharaoh. A few minutes later, two 
Israelite women enter and slowly bow to Pharaoh. “Shiphrah and Puah, how is it going?” 
Reverently one of them raises her head and says, “Oh Pharaoh, it is well.” All the frustration 
comes out of the King and his voice fills the room. “It is well!! It is well!! What did I command 
you? What were you instructed?” he bellows, rising from his throne. The women bow their heads 


to the ground and quiver like leaves in a gale. Pharaoh sinks back onto his seat. “Puah and 
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Shiphrah,” he says in a soft voice, “your job was simple, you were simply commanded to kill any 
male children as soon as they were born. You are midwives and that is the most simplest job 
seeing that you are present when the child is born. What do you have to say to support your 
actions?” Puah’s mind races frantically to the thoughts of their heads and the heads of millions of 
Israelite boys which were probably going to be severed the next minute. “Oh King, the Hebrew 
women are not like the Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give birth before we can even 
make it to them.” she says. “Is this true?” asks Pharaoh to the midwife, Shiphrah. Shiphrah nods 
slowly. “Go then, but see that it doesn’t happen again.” Once outside, they kneel down and thank 
God for their safety. And God deals well with the midwives because they feared Him and He 
blesses his servants with the ultimate gift of families.* This is one very fitting example of where 
the Scripture indicates that it is the correct time to not tell the truth. Here, Pharaoh is ordering the 
midwives to commit murder and kill helpless infants. The midwives must by no means follow 
this command. The midwives are left with only two options, tell the truth and the whole truth and 
be killed and consequently, allow countless infants to be murdered or not tell the truth and save 
themselves and the Hebrew boys. This falsehood, though, was sparked from a fear of God and 
not the king, so these two women were rewarded for it. The midwives display a very apt 
illustration of not giving the truth to the wicked Pharaoh who had forfeited his very right to the 
truth. As Dr. R.C. Sproul put it, “You are not required to tell everything you know or even tell 
the truth if it is necessary to stop a murder. There are occasions where it would be a sin to tell the 
truth.”° 

A knock sounds on the door and the woman drops her broom to open it. Her long kaftan 
trails the floor as she creaks open the door and peers out. Her eyes meet the ones of two troubled 


4 Story based on Exodus 1: 15-21 


5 Quoted in The Sanctity of Truth. https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotional nctity-truth 


Suresh 4 


sweaty men. “Please may we come in.” says one of them. She doesn’t understand what is going 
on but she nods and pulls them quickly into her house. ““We need a place to hide.” the first man 
whispers urgently. The woman quickly leads the way up to her roof. She picks up a big pile of 
wheat and drops it over them. Then she runs down stairs, bidding them to stay low. She picks up 
her broom once again and begins to sweep as if nothing has happened but no sooner has she 
started than a rough knock sounds at the door. She drops her broom once again and opens the 
door, but she is harshly shoved aside by soldiers. They file into her house and demand the 
location of the spies. The woman listens to them patiently and then shakes her head frantically, 
“Yes, yes. They did come but they are gone now. They have run away. Quick, go, pursue them.” 
She shakes her hands and points to the city gates emphatically. The soldiers eye her suspiciously; 
they aren't so sure if they should trust her but after a time they decide to leave. Rahab, for that is 
the woman’s name, mounts the stairs to her rooftop. “Are you all right?” she asks. The men 
slowly emerge and nod. “Thank you so much for your help. You see, we are spies from...” the 
man pauses and looks searchingly at Rahab. “Oh,” she says, “You can trust me. You see, I am a 
harlot and I am not accepted by my society. My life is all messed up and most of my family has 
given up on me. Life has been harsh on me. I felt like life wasn’t even worth living until I heard 
stories of a people far far away whose God can open waters and lead the people into war.” The 
men look at each other in surprise then say, “We are from Israel and right now less than 10 miles 
away, our camp lies. We will conquer Jericho, this city, for we have come in the name of the 
Lord, the same God who splits seas and the God that leads his people into victory.” Rahab is 
stunned, “Please be merciful to me,” she says, “and deal with me as I dealt with you. When you 
conquer Jericho, do you promise to save me?” The men assure and thank Rahab exceedingly and 


promise to save not just her, but her entire household. They bid her to tie a scarlet cord on her 
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window so that they might see her and save her when the war was in progress. That night, Rahab 
lowers the spies down her window and they escape safely.° Rahab told something which is 
undebatably false. The spies were with her and she said that they weren’t. The real debate arises 
to the following question : Were her actions proper? The answer is ‘yes’. Should Rahab have 
said, “Come in, let me show you the spies. They are hidden on my roof and you are free to kill 
them.”? Definitely not, that would be indirect murder. Should Rahab have said, “I won’t tell 
you.””? No, because then the soldiers would probably have killed or hurt her and the soldiers 
would have searched the house, found the spies, and killed them. There is no better option. A 
biblical passage that clearly justifies Rahab’s actions would be James 2: 25. It displays Rahab as 
an example of how works and faith go together : “And in the same way was not also Rahab the 
prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another 
way?” Rahab told a falsehood to protect God's people and is seemingly praised for it. Rahab is 
honored greatly for she is the very great grandmother of Jesus Christ. Moreover in the first place, 
Joshua sends spies into Jericho with the purpose to outwit and deceive the enemy and get 
information to defeat them. God, himself, has spies working for him in the Old Testament. 

The sun glares as Jael hammers the last tent peg into the ground and stands up. She wipes 
the drops of sweat on her face and goes inside the tent. She pours herself a glass of water and 
sinks onto a couch to relax. Her mind wanders to Heber, her husband, and then to Sisera, her 
family’s friend and the commander of the Canaanite army. She wonders how it is going with 
Sisera for she knows that he is in a war, fighting against the Isrealites. She stands up and begins 
to knead bread for the night’s supper but the afternoon’s peace is disturbed by a shout and a loud, 
urgent voice calling her name. She walks out of her tent to see what the trouble is. There she sees 
Sisera, himself, frantically running towards her. Jael quickly picks up her robes and hurries to 


8 Story based on Joshua 2: 1- 21 
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meet Sisera. “Jael, Jael,” he pants. “Come in. Come, my lord, come right in. Don’t be afraid.” 
invites Jael. Sisera pants and limps into the tent. Jael swiftly scans her surroundings to make sure 
no one has seen Sisera’s entry and then pulls the tent cover down and goes inside. “My lord, 
what has happened?” she questions him. “I am thirsty, please give me some water.” Sisera tells 
her. Jael hurries and fetches him a glass. “All my men are gone; the Isrealites have pursued and 
killed them all. I only escaped.” Sisera sighs deeply and lies down. “Jael, please keep watch at 
the doorway.” he whispers, “If anyone questions you and says, ‘Is there anyone inside?’, you 
must answer, ‘No.’” Jael doesn’t reply. She watches as Sisera’s eyes close and his head falls onto 
the couch but she still doesn't move. She watches as his chest rhythmically starts moving up and 
down to the beat of sleep. And then, and only then, does she rise and tip-toe to the door of the 
tent. Just beside it, she finds her hammer and an extra tent peg from that afternoon’s work. She 
walks softly over to Sisera and places the peg on his forehead. The hammer goes into the air... 
and the next minute the man is dead. A few hours later, Barak and Deborah visit Jael. They sing 
a song and praise her as the “MOST BLESSED WOMAN”’.’ This honor is given next only to 
Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ. Jael, a non-Isrealite, displays a felicitous example of how one 
should use wisdom in times of crisis. She doesn’t hesitate when she sees the opportunity of 
helping God’s people and she doesn’t give away the truth completely or respond to unnecessary 
things. She swiftly invites Sisera into her tent, makes him comfortable, and briskly kills him. 
This fulfills Deborah’s prophecy and ultimately God’s plan to deliver the Isrealites. 

Not only does one see so many people in the Bible being blessed for their wisdom in 
times where the whole truth was not needed, one also begins to comprehend that there is a 
continual tug-of-war, so to speak, between a falsehood versus a lie. In other words, there is a 
difference between a falsehood and a lie. Not all falsehoods are lies. Digging further into this 


7 Story based Judges 4: 17- 22 


Suresh 7 


proof is vitally important because much evidence lies buried deep. As Dr. Sam Storms, a lead 
pastor at Bridgeway Church in Oklahoma City, once wrote, “A lie is an intentional falsehood that 
violates someone’s right to know the truth. But there are cases in which people forfeit their right 
to know the truth.”* In these certain cases, it is wrong to call the act a lie, rather it should be 
named a falsehood, which will soon be defined in further clarity. 

As stated in the quote above, there are certain cases where people forfeit or deny their 
right to truth. An appropriate example of this is shown above with Pharoah. Pharaoh didn’t honor 
or fear God. He even acknowledges this in Exodus 5: 2.“Who is the Lord, that I should obey him 
and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go.” he says. Pharaoh has 
forfeited his right to the truth. The following example further explains ‘The Right of Truth’. One 
day, Nazis entered the house of a woman in World War II. They were searching for young men to 
ship off to camps or to work projects for the Nazi war effort. The woman had hid her son beneath 
the floor. The Nazis stormed into the house and started to search the house for clues to see if the 
woman was hiding any boys. Finally they returned to the living room and stood over the very 
spot where the son was hidden. A soldier asked the woman: “Are you hiding any boys here?” 
And she said, “There are none.” After doing more of their destructive deeds, the Nazi soldiers 
finally left. Panic-stricken, the mother rushed to the hiding place. Her son emerged unscathed. 
Her deception had saved him. The Nazis had no right to the truth. Should the women have 


answered their question and said, “Yes, he is under the floor.”? No. She had the moral right to 


8 Stroms, Sam. 2018. “Perplexing Passages: Do Exodus 1 and Joshua 2 Permit Christians to Lie?” The 
Gospel Coalition. January 25, 2018. 

https: th | rticl 
s-to-lie/. 
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not disclose the truth.’ As Dr. R. C. Sproul wrote in his wonderful book, Pleasing God, “We are 
not pleasing God when we tell the truth to people who do not deserve the truth.” 

Mom has left the house but before she did, she placed a tray of fresh chocolate chip 
cookies on the dining table. She said, “Now Joe, these cookies are not for you to eat now. They 
are for Mr. and Mrs. Rumble's visit this evening. Do not eat them.” Joe had nodded like a good 
little boy, then he had waited for his mom to leave. The moment her car leaves the driveway, Joe 
walks over to the tray of cookies and quickly shoves three into his mouth at once. “Mom, will 
not notice. Just three cookies out of her twenty.” he thinks to himself. When mom comes home, 
she glances at the table and sees only seventeen cookies. “Hmm...” she thinks, “That’s strange.” 
She follows a trail of cookie crumbs all the way up to Joe’s room. “Joe, did you eat the cookies?” 
she asks him in a stern voice. Without a moment’s hesitation, Joe replies, “Of course not, mom.” 
What has Joe just done? He has committed two thefts. Eating the cookies is the first one and 
lying to his mom is the next. Joe told his mom a lie. He deliberately asserted that he had not 
eaten the cookies. This is a false statement made with deliberate intent to deceive. In other 
words, it’s an intentional untruth. Joe has not only stolen his mom’s cookies (and disobeyed her), 
but he has also robbed his mom’s right to the truth. But imagine it this way. One day, the 
neighborhood’s meanest, wickedest biggest boy, Draco, decided to tromp up to Joe’s house and 
threaten him to give him all his cookies. He bellows, “Did your mom make any cookies?” If Joe 
said ‘no’, would that be wrong? Not so, Joe is not lying. Rather, he is telling a falsehood. He is 
telling an untrue statement, not to rob Draco’s right to the truth, as he did in the illustration with 


his mom above. So here is the golden lining between a falsehood and a lie. A falsehood is not 
° Story based on an illustration in Pleasing God, a book by R.C. Sproul. (Page. 380-381 in Classic 
Teachings on the Nature of God, Seventh Hendrickson Edition Printing - June 2021) 


10 Sproul, R. C. 2010a. Classic Teachings on the Nature of God. Seventh Hendrickson Edition 
Printing-June 2021. Hendrickson Publishers. 
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telling the truth because the person has no right to the truth or because it is not necessary for him. 
Contrasting this to a lie shows that it is not a sin. A lie is an intentionally false assertion that robs 
someone of their rightful access to the truth. 

The following questions have baffled even wise philosophers for millenia : Is it 
acceptable to pretend to not know something when officials ask you for information? Is it proper 
for a spy police to work a radar in unmarked cars? In the end by using unmarked cars, they are 
intentionally tricking civilians into imagining that they are civilians. Is it fair for a woman to fake 
a heart attack when she is approached by a raper?'! These questions will certainly raise doubt and 
troubles but in the end, the answer to all of those questions is ‘yes’. There are certain cases in 
which you are not under obligation to tell someone the truth. In times of war when the opponent 
side confronts a person and questions them as to the locations of their troops, the truth does not 
need to be disclosed. You are not obligated to give me your credit card’s pin, not even if I ask 
nicely. 

Many respected preachers and teachers reject most of the ideas above. They maintain the side 
that hiding the truth is never ever tolerable. This position is heavily based on the argument that 
not telling the truth is not like God’s character and therefore, is unacceptable. The Fall of the 
entire human race began with The Deceiver and a ‘little’ twist of truth. When the first people, 
Adam and Eve, decided that maybe God didn’t want the best for them, the human race cascaded 
to the earth. When the imitation of the character of God was not put into place, the world didn’t 
stay in one piece for long. A lie bore a murder and that led to a host of other wickedness. God is 


a God of truth. Multiple verses in the Bible asserts this. This is the key to the whole Bible. It is 


" Questions derived and based on Perplexing Passages: Do Exodus 1 and Joshua 2 Permit Christians to 
Lie? By Dr. Sam Storms. 

httos://www.th iti 
s-to-lie/ 
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what we celebrate to this day, and what we are celebrating this Easter weekend. The promise of 
God that He foretold to Abraham and kept through Jesus Christ, His Son. In John 14: 6, Jesus 
says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus 
is The Truth, the purest form ever. Since God's character is the truth, it logically follows that God 
never lied and can never lie. Some scripture to support this are Numbers 23: 19 and Hebrews 6: 
18. 

Another argument against this paper’s thesis is that God didn’t approve and bless these 
biblical heroes for their act of falsehood but for other reasons. The midwives didn’t actually lie; 
they were, in fact, telling the truth. The Hebrew women were stronger than the Egyptian women 
because of the hard work they did each day. The Hebrew women were more vigorous and 
therefore, did probably give birth before the midwives could arrive. Besides this, how many 
times does one hear the phrase “Ends do not justify means.””? One most probably hears this quite 
a bit. The road to attaining something praise-worthy must not be stained with sin. Finally, God 
would never bless that which is contrary to His character. If God is a God of truth, then He is not 
a God of lies; therefore, He does not approve of lying and would not bless it. 

In defense of the argument that lying is against God’s character the reader must ask 
himself, “Is it?” Is lying against God’s character? The answer is ‘yes’ but to disprove this paper’s 
thesis, the question should be whether falsehood is against God’s character. The response to this 
question is ‘no’. Again, a falsehood is not revealing the truth. Once a group of chief priests and 
scribes came to Jesus and asked Him a trick question. They said, “Tell us by what authority you 
do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” Jesus didn’t respond to their question; 
instead, he asked them another. He said, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, was the 


baptism of John from heaven or from man?” The elders and scribes were afraid to give the 
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answer to this question because their response would put them in a labyrinth of confusion so they 
maintained silence. Then, Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.”’'? God the Father had given Jesus the authority but Jesus didn’t run around telling people 
that. On earth, we, humans, are a fallen race and, therefore, have wicked people, who don’t 
deserve the truth, all around us. Jesus understood this fully and displays immense wisdom 
towards this particular truth in many instances. The question will no doubt arise that why aren’t 
there any instances where God the Father or Jesus don’t tell the truth in heaven. The answer is 
very paramount. In heaven there is no wickedness or wicked people who don’t deserve the truth; 
therefore, there is no need for our God to hide or or not tell the truth. After all, God is the author 
and founder of truth and in heaven no sin is endorsable. Truth is to be given only where it is due. 
Nobody needs to tell a thief where he keeps his money. Nobody is under obligation to tell enemy 
troops the location of his allies. Truth is to be told only to those who are due it. A person is 
displeasing God by telling people, who have forfeited their right to the truth, the truth. 

In defense to the second counter-proof, one stumbles onto the very prominent question. 
Do ends justify means? The answer is ‘no’. Ends do not justify means, at least not as a 
thumb-rule. It can’t be rejected. In other words, if a person uses a sinful path to achieve a good 
goal, they should still be judged for the sinful means they used to accomplish it. Although unjust 
means do not justify just goals, saying that God didn't bless any of the people in the Bible for not 
telling the truth is not a good and accurate judgment. Take for example, Jael, ‘The Most Blessed 
Woman’. God blessed Jael for not telling Sisera, the captain of the army against the people of the 
Lord, the whole truth and for killing him, not to mention that that would definitely have been 
contrary to her husband’s will, seeing that he had a pact with Sisera. Another example is the 
Hebrew midwives, they clearly didn’t tell the truth, at least not all of it. For sure, the Hebrew 


'2 Story from Luke 20: 1- 8 
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women were stronger than the Egyptian women but it is extremely unlikely that the midwives 
always arrived late and that every single one of the Hebrew boys were born before they came. 
Most likely the midwives had plenty of time and resources to murder the new-born infant but 
they didn’t because they feared God, not because they couldn’t arrive in time. Seeing that telling 
the whole truth at all times is not God’s character, the argument that God didn’t bless people, 
who didn’t tell the truth for that reason, must be blown away. Like in the first proof, humans are 
sometimes forced to not tell the full truth because of the sinful world around them but that is not 
necessary to God in heaven because heaven is sin-less and absolutely impeccable. There are 
multiple situations where Jesus decides to not disclose the truth. In fact Matthew 10: 16 (NIV) 
reads, “ I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves.” The Bible commands us to be shrewd, not only innocent like doves. If we 
are only like doves, the wolves will devour us but with a snake’s shrewdness, we can overcome 
the wolves that are all around us. Jesus, our High Priest, was as gentle and meek as a dove but at 
the same time, He was the Lion of Judah. Christians should follow His example. 

Despite the conviction that many hold, which is that everyone should tell the truth, it is 
now evident that in few instances not telling the whole truth is the right course of action and is 
therefore, not just justified but honored. The difference between a lie and a falsehood is also 
indisputable. The Westminster Shorter Catechism reads, ““Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and 
to enjoy him forever.”'* Many will certainly not comply with the central argument of this paper 
and that is completely alright. As Christians, our chief end is for the glory of God. All of these 
arguments are immaterial unless Christ is the center of it all. Above all, these issues should draw 
SC. Matthew McMahon, “Shorter Catechism of the Assembly of Divines | Reformed Theology 


at A Puritan’s Mind,” A Puritan’s Mind, 1996, accessed February 11, 2023, 
https://www.apuritansmind.com/westminster-standards/shorter-catechism/. 
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christians into one body, not break the body apart. Our goal is to grow in the likeness of our 
Lord. We celebrate this Easter for our God is a God of truth. He will never ever comfort us with 
lies. He told us the truth that we were sinners but He sent Jesus to solve that for us. Jesus Christ, 


the ultimate Piety of Truth. 


